
Eclipse draws applause 
   About a 250 people showed up 
to the Chamber of Commerce 
Eclipse Party Monday at Marion-
Crittenden County Park. Music, 
food vendors and fellowship was 
on tap as many visitors from out 
of state enjoyed a dynamic full 
eclipse which was greeted with 
applause at peek darkness. 
Tourists from Virginia, Tennessee, 
Missouri, Illinois, Wisconsin, North 
Carolina, Florida, Michigan and 
California were documented as 
being there. The Leech family, 
pictured above, was on a spring 
break trip to Pigeon Forge, Tenn., 
and decided to find a rural setting 
in west Kentucky to watch the 
show. Dad is a self-proclaimed 
astronomy buff.  
 

Blackburn water lines 
   Crittenden-Livingston Water Dis-
trict will soon be accepting bids on 
a water line extension project on 
Blackburn Church Road in rural 
Crittenden County.  Plans are to 
build around four miles of new 
water line from the Shady Grove 
end of Blackburn Church Road back 
towards Marion. The work should 
provide water to around 10 cus-
tomers, which will complete service 
to all residents along Blackburn 
Church Road. Years ago, the district 
ran a service line to residents on 
the western end of the road. Esti-
mated cost of the project is around 
$700,000 and construction should 
be done this summer or fall. 
 

Tax bill sale set for July 
   Annual sale of delinquent 2023 
Crittenden County property tax bills 
(certificates of delinquencies) will 
be Friday, July 26 at 9 a.m., at the 
county office complex. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
    •Marion City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Monday, April 15 at city 
hall. 
    •Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, April 15 at city 
hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, April 16 at 
the Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, April 16 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
April 18 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 18 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., the Thursday, April 18 at its 
office on East Bellville Street.  
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Crittenden County’s wind-
fall in state highway projects 
that will be funded over the 
next couple of fiscal years is 
much greater than local lead-
ers had expected, and quite 
likely the largest gain of 
transportation infrastructure 
improvements in more than a 
generation. 

Local projects authorized 
by the General Assembly in 
its official 2024-2026 High-
way Construction Plan 
amount to right at $11 mil-
lion. That’s considerably 

more than what was an-
nounced in January as part 
of Gov. Andy Beshear’s 6-
Year Road Plan. 

In addition to work out-
lined in the governor’s origi-
nal plan, legislators have now 

included replacement of an-
other bridge and added more 
highway projects, including a 
plan to rebuild Country Club 
Drive and Industrial Drive. 
That project would allow 
commercial trucks to bypass 
the problematic US 60 and 
US 641 traffic light intersec-
tion on South Main Street. 

The legislature’s highway 
plan also includes $831,000 
annually for Kentucky’s half 
of operating Cave In Rock 
Ferry. Illinois pays an equal 
share. The ferry owner has 
presented his own budget re-
quest which is higher than 

the state’s allotment. Negoti-
ations will continue on that 
agreement. The current con-
tract expires June 30. 

These millions of dollars in 
road funds come on the heels 
of $10 million announced 
last week for water infra-
structure in Crittenden and 
Livingston counties. Local 
leaders praised the efforts of 
Sen. Jason Howell and Rep. 
Jim Gooch for helping to se-
cure the road funds. Howell 
was also very instrumental in 
ensuring the Gen- 

 
See ROADS/page 4 

STAFF REPORT 
Marion City Council on Thursday 

passed a measure giving the mayor au-
thority to borrow up to $1 million from 
a local bank in order to pay what are re-
imbursable monthly expenses related to 
repair work at Lake George. 

Contractors have been working to 
shore up the lake’s crippled levee for al-
most six months, and the monthly in-
voices are growing larger as the project 
moves toward completion.  

The city has already made nearly a 

half dozen regular payments to the con-
tractor Marine Solutions Inc., (MSI) of 
Lexington, the largest being around 
$724,000 and the lowest $16,140. So 
far, the city has enough cash on hand to 
make those payments, then await reim-
bursement from the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Emergency Management, which 
is funding the entire project. 

With a $1.4 million payment due later 
this month, city leaders want to take out 
a short-term loan at Farmers Bank to 
cover the expense so it doesn’t use all of 

its cash reserves. 
Mayor D’Anna Browning said the city 

has cash to pay the bill, but depleting 
its reserves by that amount wouldn’t be 
prudent. She explains that routine lia-
bilities such as daily operating costs, 
payroll and other debt payments will 
have to be met. An unforeseen emer-
gency on top of the huge payment to the 
contractor, could cause a cash-flow 
problem and create financial discomfort.  

 
See LOAN/page 3 
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Brennan Cruce is the old 
man of the group. At 33, he’s 
twice the age of the other four 
members of Cutter and Cash 
and The Kentucky Grass. 

So when the group stepped 
onto the Grand Ole Opry 
stage for the first time Satur-
day night, performing in front 
of 4,400 paid country music 
fans, the moment wasn’t lost 
on the group’s senior partner. 
He’s convinced, too, that the 
rest of the band understands 
the significance, but decades 
from now, their appreciation 
may grow. No one from their 
home town had ever been 
featured on that Nashville 
stage, and their already leg-

endary status around Marion 
has now reached epic propor-
tions.  

“I think they understand,” 
said Cruce, the bass guitar 
player who does landscaping 
work around town weekdays 
during his more humble oc-
cupation. 

The rest of the group goes 
to school. Other than Cruce, 
the performers range in age 

from 14 to 17.  
“There was a little edge as 

we were standing next to the 
stage ready to go out, but 
once we were out there, no-
body was nervous,” Cruce re-
counts.  

“Standing in that sacred 
circle on the Opry stage is the 
greatest feeling I’ve ever 
known,” said Cutter Single-
ton, who is 17 and will soon 
graduate from Crittenden 
County High School.  

The band started years ago, 
playing local venues as 
Classy and Grassy. Brothers 
Cutter and Cash Singleton 
formed the group basically in 
their backyard with help from 
their parents. One of their 
first gigs was playing for a 

Fohs Hall barbecue fundrais-
ing event when they were 
barely old enough to hold in-
struments. 

Cruce, who grew up across 
the highway from the Single-
tons, joined up and their gigs 
began to grow. 

“I just thank the Lord 
above because that’s the only 
way this has happened. He 
put us in the right place at 
the right time for this to hap-
pen,” said Cutter Singleton.  

“They just looked like nat-
urals up there,” observed Rob 
Horak, one of the roughly 
400 fans from Marion who 
were bused to the event by lo-
cally-owned Patriot Tours, a 
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City approves $1 million borrowing for Lake George fix

Hallowed Ground for Cutter & Cash & KY Grass 

Rocking the Opry House
Grand Ole Opry photos by Cailee Nace



Tabor 
Donna Sue Tabor, 69, 

of Salem, died Monday, 
April 8, 2024 at Salem 
Springlake Health and 
Rehabilitation Center. 

Donna Sue liked to 
crotchet, listen to coun-
try music, do craft proj-
ects, and read her Bible. 

Surviving are two 
sisters, Brenda Tabor 
(Leo) Zimmerman of 
Smithland and Betty  
(Bobby) Brown of Marion; 
and a brother, Charles 
Thomas Tabor of Burna. 

She was preceded in 
death by a son, Jeffery 
Lynn Hopper; a brother, 
J.C. Tabor; and her par-
ents, Coy Clifton and 
Mamie Lois (Curnel) 
Tabor Barnes. 

Graveside services will 
be at 11 a.m., Saturday, 
April 13 at New Union 
(Ditney) Cemetery. There 
will be no visitation. 

Boyd Funeral Directors 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

McDonald 
Gary Lee MDonald, 78, 

of Leoma, Tenn., formerly 
of Marion, died Monday 
March 18, 2024 at his 
residence.  He was a re-
tired iron worker. 

Surviving are a son, 
Brian; several grandchil-
dren; and a sister, Judith 
Eskew of Marion. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Evelyn and Johnson 
McDonald. 

Private graveside serv-
ices were held. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Wiggins 
Joe Paul Wiggins, 93, 

of Salem, died Monday, 
April 8, 2024 at Salem 
Springlake Health and 
Rehabilita-
t i o n 
Center. 

He was a 
member of 
Lola Pente-
c o s t a l 
Church. He 
worked at 
CCMA for over 
37 years in the 
maintenance 
department .  
He was a vet-
eran of the 
Korean war 
serving in the United 
States Navy.  He loved 
his family, enjoyed 
watching his grandkids 
play sports, working on 
the farm and raising wa-
termelon’s. 

Surviving are his wife 
of 68 years, Myra Lee 
Wiggins; two sons, Ricky 
(Carla) Wiggins of Salem, 
and Michael (Carrie) Wig-
gins of Eddyville; five 
grandchildren, Shelly, 
Josh, Tori, Grant and 
Cohen; and three great-
grandchildren, Lilly, Ally, 
and Finley. 

 He was preceded in 

death by a daughter, 
Audrey Beard; two 
sisters, Eva Lou Head 
and Robbie Long; a 
brother, Thomas Wig-
gins; and his parents, 
Robert and Edith (Har-
din) Wiggins. 

Services are at 2:30 
p.m., Sunday, April 14, 
in the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services, with 
Bro. Tim Fouts officiat-
ing.  Burial will follow in 
Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

 Friends may visit with 
the family from noon 
until the funeral hour on 
Sunday, April 14. 

Peek 
Van Evans Peek, 66, 

died Friday, April 5, 2024 
at Ray & Kay Eckstein 
Care Center in Paducah. 

He enjoyed the out-
doors, in-
c l u d i n g 
fishing, ar-
r o w h e a d 
h u n t i n g , 
mushroom 
h u n t i n g , 
gardening 
and watch-
ing westerns. He was a 
coal miner and logger. 

Surviving are daugh-
ter, Toni (Kurt) Hansen of 
Paducah and step- 
daughter Shellee  (David) 
Fritts  of Marion; a step-
son, Bradley (Melanie) 
Loyd of Marion; three 
sisters, Sandy Fitzgerald 
of Frances, Janice Tins-
ley of Frances and Regina 
Peek; and a brother, 
Tracy Peek of Frances. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Richard M. and Nina 
(Farmer) Peek and a 
brother, Kenneth Peek. 

Services were Tuesday, 
April 9 in the chapel of 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services. 

Reed 
Tammie Reed, 42, of 

Kuttawa, died Saturday, 
April 6, 2024 at Prince-
ton Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center. 

She was a 2000 gradu-
ate of Lyon County High 
school where she played 
basketball.  She was a 
member of Ohio Valley 

Baptist Church where 
she was baptized several 
years ago. She was a 
country girl who loved 
the outdoors, especially 
camping, fishing and 
spending quality time 
with her family.  She had 
a huge heart for people.  
She loved helping people 
when she could at the 
nursing home. 

Surviving are three 
children, Olivia Mont-
gomery of Kuttawa, Ken-
dra Reed and Jason 
Reed; her parents, Rickey 
and Jocille Manhart of 
Kuttawa; a sister, Sheryl 
Campbell of Benton; two 
brothers, Michael Reed of 
Kuttawa and Jessie Reed 
of Calvert City; a nephew, 
Joseph Goforth; two 
nieces, Mackenzie and 
Willow Campbell; two 
great niece and nephew, 
Sterling Looper-Goforth 
and Bailey Beach. 

She was preceded in 
death by her maternal 
grandparents, Harold 
Eugene and Lucille Mae 
(Carter) Reid, Sr.; pater-
nal grandparents, Ralph 
and Halene Manhart; a 
brother-in-law, Steve 
Campbell; maternal 
uncle, Jacob Slivia; and 
paternal uncle, Andy 
Walton. 

Services are at 1 p.m., 
be Friday, April 12 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.  Burial will fol-
low in the Edmonds 
Cemetery near Smith-
land. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from 11 a.m., 
until the funeral hour 
Friday, April 12. 

Herrin 
Frances Dean Herrin, 

90, of Marion, died Fri-
day, April 5, 2024 at 
Rivers Bend Retirement 
C o m -
munity in 
Kuttawa. 

She was 
of the Bap-
tist faith 
and had 
been em-
ployed at 
the Sturgis Pants Factory 
and the Marion Coffee 
Shop. 

Surviving are two 

daughters, Carolyn 
(Danny) Belt and Debra 
(Larry) Hearell, both of 
Marion; a son, Russell 
Herrin of Marion; a  
brother, Donald E. (Ann) 
Slaton of Madisonville; 
five grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Clifton Pratt and Ruth 
Frances Drury Slaton; 
five sisters; and two 
brothers. 

Graveside services are 
at 2 p.m., Sunday, April 
14 at Repton Cemetery. 

Friends may visit the 
family at Myers Funeral 
Home, between 11 a.m.- 
1:30 p.m., Sunday. Me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Repton Cem-
etery Association, c/o 
Donna Starrick, 5109 US 
Hwy 60 East, Marion, KY 
42064. 
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Rocket  
rewards 

Students of the month 
recoginized March 26 
by the Crittenden 
County Board of Edu-
cation are (from left) 
senior Tessa Potter, 
fifth-grader Korie 
Bloodworth, eighth-
grader Maddie Hearell 
and kindergartener 
Carson Hill. Rocktet 
Way Students of the 
Month received a $20 
gift certificate and 
Rocket t-shirt  from 
First Untied Bank, the 
school district’s March 
Business Partner of 
the Month. 

Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, April 11 
• Line dancing class is at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Citizens Center. 
Tuesday, April 16 
• Crittenden County Elementary School SBDM will 
meet at 4 p.m., in the school library. 
Thursday, April 18 
• “Positive Employability,” a Community Christmas 
class, is at 6:30 p.m., at the Extension Annex. Register 
by calling 270-965-5236. 
Saturday, April 20 
• All-you-can eat breakfast is from 7-10 a.m., at Salem 
Masonic Lodge #81. Lodge is located at 237 W. Main 
St., Salem. Cost is $6. 
Monday, April 22 
• Small ruminant training is at 6 p.m., at the Extension 
Annex. Call the Extension Office to register at 270-
965-5236. 
Tuesday, April 23 
•UK Extension Service will join the staff of Bowtanicals 
to present a flower arranging class at 5:30 p.m. Reg-
ister by April 15. Cost is $25 and includes flowers and 
a vase for arrangement. 
Thursday, April 25 
• Homemaker Cooking Club meets at 1:30 p.m., at the 
Extension Annex.  
Saturday, June 1-Sunday, June 2 
Mark your calendar for the gem, fossil and mineral 
show at the Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum. 

 
Online 

Condolences 
myersfuneralhomeonline.com 

boydfuneraldirectors.com  
gilbertfunerals.com 
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It’s that time of the year. Move over 
basketball, it’s baseball season!  

Growing up as a kid, baseball was my 
favorite youth sport in the summer. The 
ball diamond was located just down the 
street from our home. It was a leftover 
from the days of Salem High School 
when it merged with the other high 
schools in Livingston County to create 
Livingston Central High School in Jan-
uary 1959.  

Thankfully, the baseball diamond re-
mained behind – a reminder of the 
once-powerful Salem baseball teams 
that made multiple trips to the KHSAA 
State Tournament. According to infor-
mation on the KHSAA website, the 
Salem team made 4 straight trips to the 
state tournament – 1952, 1953, 1954, 
and 1955. The team won its first game 
on each of those trips, but never ad-
vanced further. My dad drove the bus 
each year and my mother was a chap-
erone before I was born in 1957. 

As a kid growing up in Salem, I spent 
lots of time at the baseball diamond. It 
was there that I learned to love the 
game as I began, like so many other 
boys, playing Little League baseball. 
There was no such thing as Pee Wee or 
T-Ball back then. We had coaches who 

loved the game, loved 
their boys and loved 
teaching the game to us. 
We learned fundamen-
tals and we continued to 
focus on them all season. 
In addition to organized 
baseball, there were sev-
eral of us boys around 
town who loved spending 
time together and en-
joyed playing baseball. 
So it was almost a daily 
thing for us to ride 
around on our bikes and gather up a 
large enough group to play baseball for 
an hour or two.  

Very few folks had air conditioning 
back then, so there was no incentive to 
stay home in a cool house. In fact, we 
improved rather quickly simply be-
cause we were playing baseball several 
times per week. Our Little League 
coach drilled us more like a high school 
team; he pushed us to excel, and we re-
sponded. An observation: In watching 
our grandson’s high school team play 
last week, it blows my mind to see them 
continuing to make many of the ele-
mentary mistakes which we outgrew 
way back in Little League. 

Our Salem Little League team was 
pretty good during those years. We won 
most of our games versus Hampton, 
Lola, Smithland and Ledbetter (the 
Panhandle). However, games with the 
crew from Grand Rivers were a different 
story. They played good, hard-nosed 
baseball, using good fundamentals, 
coupled with lots of hustle. We knew 
that every game against Grand Rivers 
would be a major battle. I’m guessing 
that we were 50/50 in those games. 

Following the end of our baseball sea-
son each year, we were treated with a 
trip to St. Louis to watch the Cardinals 
play. It was always fun to go to St. 
Louis, especially when we usually 
brought home some foul balls we ran 
down during batting practice... what 
great fun. Of course, our coaches 
wanted us to observe how the pros 
played, which would hopefully give us 
even more desire to excel on the dia-
mond... it worked. 

After the first year of Little League, I 
became the first baseman for our team, 
which meant that I watched Orlando 
“Cha-Cha” Cepeda like a hawk as we 
sat in the lower box seats on the first 
base side. I remember getting his auto-
graph on one of the baseballs I ran 

down, but that was a long time ago. All 
my St. Louis balls are gone now. Along 
with Cepeda at first base was Julian 
Javier (2B), Dal Maxvill (SS), Mike 
Shannon (3B), Lou Brock (LF), Curt 
Flood (CF), Roger Maris (RF), Tim Mc-
Carver (C), and of course, Bob “Gibby” 
Gibson (P)... and yes, they won the 
World Series that year, 1967. 

In the game of life, how many folks do 
you still remember who had a major 
impact in your life? A parent, grandpar-
ent, aunt/uncle? Maybe a Sunday 
School teacher, pastor, youth worker, 
other trusted adult from church? Per-
haps a school teacher, bus driver, cook 
or coach? Some of them, no doubt, 
pointed you to Jesus which made a for-
ever difference in your life. Some may 
have guided you toward your life voca-
tion. All of them made a difference or 
they would not be special to you. Let’s 
share roses with the living. Let me en-
courage you to make a list of these folks 
and tell each of them how much they 
meant to you while you still can. Also, 
pay it forward as you make an impact 
on the lives of young people, just like 
my baseball coaches! 

I can still hear it now... “Play Ball! 
Batter Up!” 

Conservation 
Contest Winners 

Recognized during the recent Crittenden 
County Conservation District’s annual 
awards banquet were (clockwide from 
above) Ella Whitney in the Writing Con-
test, Jayden Dance for FFA land judging’s 
top scorer and Payzli Hunter for the art 
contest. Other members of the land judg-
ing team were also named. They were 
Nathan McKendree, Taylor Haire and 
Madison Walker. Also, not pictured but 
recognized during the event was Carol 
Hendrix for 20 years of service to the dis-
trict’s board of supervisors. 

STAFF REPORT 
Improving soft skills 

and removing barriers to 
post-secondary educa-
tion are two benefits of 
Kentucky’s JAG (Jobs for 
America’s Graduates) 
program that will be of-
fered to Crittenden 
County juniors and sen-
iors next fall. 

Crittenden County 
Board of Education ap-
proved a memorandum 
of agreement to partici-
pate in the JAG program 
at its March 26 meeting. 

There are 83 Kentucky 
schools affiliated with 
JAG, which was estab-
lished in 1980 as a non-
profit organization that 
serves students through 
a class offered as an elec-
tive during the school 
day.  

In February, the board 
spoke virtually with a 
JAG representative, who 
reported 100 percent 
graduation rates and 93 
percent positive out-
comes among partici-
pants, who are taught 
financial literacy, leader-
ship and life skills to help 
foster career develop-
ment and job attainment 
after high school. 

The program, offered 
as a leadership class, 
helps students identify 
their strengths and inter-
ests to determine their 
path after high school.  

A $40,000 grant is pro-
vided to participating 
school districts to hire an 
instructor. 

No fewer than 45 stu-
dents must participate in 
JAG.  

Superintendent Tonya 
Driver told the board 
March 26 that an infor-
mal survey identified 47 
Crittenden County stu-
dents interested in the 
program. 

“It is a great opportu-
nity for kids, and we def-
initely need soft skills 
that come with it and I 
can see how it could help 
kids stay in school or 
help with attendance,” 
Driver told the board in 
February. 

The national program 
aids students academi-
cally by helping them 
overcome barriers to 
graduation. 

Achievement is docu-
mented daily by the 
school-hired JAG spe-
cialist and measured 
through graduation rate, 
employment and positive 
outcomes. 

In other board busi-
ness, Driver reported 
adding an aviation path-
way to classes offered at 
Crittenden County High 
School. The instructor for 
the first course of the 
program will attend 
training this summer.  
Students who take 
courses in the aviation 
pathway can begin 
coursework to obtain 
their pilot’s license or be-
come certified to fly a 
drone. For a short time 
several years ago CCHS 
had a series of aerospace 
classes but discontinued 
the pathway. Aviation, 
Driver said, offers more 
applicable classes. 

Action was taking on 

the following: 
• Approved permission 

to bid installation of 13 
rooftop HVAC units at 
CCES using ESSER 
funds to replace aging 
units that have outlived 
their life expectancy. 
Units will be replaced 
with Daikin Light Com-
mercial Package Rooftop 
Units from Thermal 
Equipment Sales in the 
amount of $216,000.  

•Approved purchase of 
an HVAC contract wiht 
Murtco at a cost of 
$7,800 for 80 hours or 
10 days preventative 
maintenance. 

•Approved payment #3 
to MP Lawson at cost of 
$182,337.90 for the 
CCMS construction proj-
ect. 

•Approved vendor pay-
ment number three to 
Rexel in the amount of 
$21,6290.97 for supplies 
used in the CCMS con-
struction project. 

•Approved the School 
Facilities Construction 
Commission’s offer of as-
sistance in the amount of 
$10,712 to be matched 
equally by the board. 

•Declared 20 cafeteria 
tables as surplus. 

•Created a 240-day 
contraction position for 
supervisor of instruction 
K-8, including federal 
grant coordinator and 
other duties; and created 
240-day contract posi-
tion for supervisor of in-
struction for grades 9-12, 
CTE and post-secondary 
readiness coordinator 
among other duties. 

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook
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n March may have seemed like a record-setting month with its 
warm, dry weather, but it was more seasonal than you might 
imagine, particularly over recent history. It was the warmest 
March since 2016 when the average temperature was only frac-
tionally higher. There have been a handful of very mild Marches 
over the past 10 years. As for precip, 2024 was the driest March 
since 2018. Historically, March is a cool, muddy month, but not 
so this go round. Actually, March 2024 was fourth warmest over-
all since 2016, so not too impressive on the mercury scale. 
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Happy Trails

LOAN 
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So, to be proactive, the 
city wants to temporarily 
have the equivalent to a 
line of credit in order to 
meet the monthly Lake 
George expenses. 

“As soon as we get reim-
bursed from the state, we 
will pay it off,” Browning 
said. “We’re getting our 
reimbursements on time, 
but the company doing 
the work wants its money 
within 30 days. We have 
to provide proof that we 
paid the contractor before 
the state reimburses us.” 

So far, the monthly in-
voices from MSI haven’t 
been large enough to war-
rant additional funds, the 
mayor adds, but with the 
$1.4 million payment due 
April 11, taking out a 
temporary loan just 
makes sense. 

While all of the repair 
work at Lake George is 
currently being funded by 
the state, these are short-
term remedies. Long-term 
corrections will require 
local spending.

Board of Education News 

School leaders support JAG 
program to improve life skills

MARION POLICE activity report 
 Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
March 2024 to the same month in 2023. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals, 
year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                         MARCH       FEBRUARY       MARCH               2023       2023 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2024         2024            2023           YR TOTALS       AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service                                                                     

1,340 
16 
8 
5 
5 

13 
1 
0 
9 

25 
1 
0 
0 

54 
188

2,189 
10 
4 
3 
9 
6 
0 
2 

14 
21 
6 
0 
4 

63 
209 

2,018 
14 
7 
2 

13 
8 
0 
2 
8 

27 
5 
0 
11 
63 

241

2,063.8 
11.1 
6.8 
4.6 
7.8 
8.3 
0.8 
3.8 

15.8 
25.6 
4.0 
0.1 
5.3 

61.8 
205.3

24,766 
133 
82 
55 
93 
99 
9 

46 
189 
307 
48 
1 

63 
741 

2,463

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY



Kentucky Teacher 
Hall of Fame seeks 
2024 nominees 
   Kentucky Teacher Hall of 
Fame, which is located at West-
ern Kentucky University, has an-
nounced that nominations are 
now being accepted for the class 
of 2024. 
   The Kentucky Teacher Hall of 
Fame was established in 2000 
through a gift from former Gov. 
Louie B. Nunn. With that gift, 
Gov. Nunn hoped to recognize 
the vital role that P-12 Kentucky 
teachers play in the education of 
young people, ultimately leading 
to positive impacts throughout 
the state’s economy. The first 
class was inducted in 2008. New 
members are inducted each year 
following the initial class. 
   The purpose of the Kentucky 
Teacher Hall of Fame is to rec-
ognize Kentuckians who have 
made significant contributions 
to the teaching profession. Se-
lection is made from individuals, 
living or deceased, who have 
spent a significant portion of 
their professional career in Ken-
tucky and have made notewor-
thy contributions to the lives of 
children and youth in P-12 
school settings. 
   As a prominent institution in 
educator preparation and ad-
ministrator training, WKU col-
laborates closely with district 
partners to meet regional needs 
and ensure equitable access to 
higher education for all. It is in 
line with this commitment that 
the Kentucky Teacher Hall of 
Fame finds its home within the 
College of Education and Behav-
ioral Sciences at WKU's campus, 
where the full Hall of Fame can 
be explored on the first floor of 
Gary Ransdell Hall. 
   The induction ceremony for 
the 2024 class will take place 
towards the end of this year. 
Further details regarding the 
ceremony will be released on the 
Hall of Fame website and WKU 
College of Education and Behav-
ioral Sciences social media plat-
forms. 
   Nominations for the Kentucky 
Teacher Hall of Fame class of 
2024 must be submitted by Aug. 
15. For additional information 
and to access the nomination 
form, please visit the Kentucky 
Teacher Hall of Fame website. 
 

Courthouse auction 
Crittenden County has commis-

sioned local auctioneer Curt 
Buntin to liquidate items from the 

former courthouse, which is now 
vacant in the center of downtown 
Marion. 

The auction will be held at the 
courthouse square starting at 9 
a.m., Saturday, April 20. 

Sold to the highest bidder will 
be items that might one day be 
collector’s items because of their 
significance in county history. 
Among furnishing from the court-
house to be sold are benches 
from the courtroom, a chalk-
board, lecturns, antique ballot 
boxes and other assorted cabi-
nets, furniture and desks. Even 
bathroom items like toilets, sinks 
and urinals will be sold to the 
highest bidder. 

A more extensive list of items 
to be sold can be found in Buntin 
Auction Company’s advertisement 
elsewhere in this edition of the 
newspaper. 
 

Marion man charged 
in Union investigation 

Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment reports that it arrested a 
Marion man late 
last month on 
multiple drug and 
weapons charges 
during a routine 
traffic stop. 

Deputies sus-
pected driver im-
pairment when they pulled over a 
car driven by another man, but 
the passenger Reilly B. Andrews, 
22, of North Walker Street in Mar-
ion was allegedly sitting next to 
two loaded handguns.  

Further investigation discovered 
meth and a large amount of cash 
on Andrews. Inside a backpack, 
officers found suspected mari-
juana, more meth, LSD, Percocet, 
ecstasy and Lortabs. In the back 
seat of the vehicle was more pot, 
THC vapes and digital scales. 

Based on the March 28 en-
counter with authorities, Andrews 
is charged in Union County with 
five felony counts of enhanced 

trafficking in a controlled sub-
stance, trafficking in marijuana, 
and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. 

Andrews, already in trouble for 
drug trafficking in Eddyville, is 
scheduled for a probation revoca-
tion hearing in May in Lyon 
County Circuit Court. 

He was released from custody 
in Union County on April 2 after 
posting a $10,000 cash bond. 

 

Berry wins shotgun 
Wes Berry won a new shotgun 

as part of a fundraising effort by 
Crittenden County Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

The raffle raised $890 which 
will be used for some equipment 
upgrades on fire department 
trucks, according to Fire Chief 
Scott Hurley. 

The  Winchester SXP 12 gauge 
in Mossy Oak Bottomland camou-
flage and two Avian turkey decoys 
were presented to the raffle win-
ner. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe to  
our YouTube Channel.  

It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
 

 

 50 YEARS AGO 
April 11, 1974 
n Ghost Riders and presumably 
ghost cattle lopped across the night 
sky as members of the Saddle and 
Spur 4-H Club sat around a camp-
fire eating their beans and drinking 
chuckwagon brew. The skit was 
part of the annual 4-H Variety Show 
held at the Crittenden County High 
School. The Monster Mash, pre-
sented by the Teen 4-H Club, 
grabbed top honors in the club acts 
division. Rhonda Shouse took first 
place in specialty act judging for 
her tap dance. 
n Mike Stone, a 1973 graduate of 
Crittenden County High School, 
held down the number one position 
on the Campbellsville College golf 
team after leading the squad to a 6-
1 record. Stone captured the 
medalist honors in the Camp-
bellsville College Invitational with a 
72. 
n Over 600 students walked 12 
miles for the March Of Dimes an-
nual Walk-A Thon and were ex-
pected to earn at least 10 cents for 
every mile they walked, for every 
sponsor they had enlisted for the 
charity walk. 

25 YEARS AGO 
April 15, 1999 
n Roberta Shewmaker gave a new 
computer in the Crittenden County 

Judge-Executive's Office a test run. 
Three new Dell systems replaced 
the Macintosh LC series computers 
that had been in use for many 
years. 
n Lyon County rode the arm of 
Mike Davis to victory as it edged 
the visiting Rockets 7-6 in a Sixth 
District battle. The hard throwing 
right hander fanned 13 Rocket bat-
ters and allowed only three hits as 
his team came out on top. 
n Patience and persistence payed 
off for turkey hunters Keith Curnel 
and Troy Harris, who scored a dou-
ble play on two Crittenden County 
longbeards, the second day of the 
spring season. Tommy Hurst 
bagged a healthy 21-pound turkey 
opening day of the season, and 
Steve Tinsley and his daughter 
showed off their 22. 4-pound gob-
bler. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
April 10, 2014 
n A field trip to Fort Donaison at 
Dover, Tenn., gave Crittenden 
County High School students in 
Denis Hodge’s military history class 
a chance to explore the famous 

Civil War battleground. Students 
toured the earthworks that soldiers 
hid behind during an offense and 
the cannon batteries that bom-
barded Union ironclads that Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant sent down the 
Cumberland River. 
n Lisa Loveless was presented the 
2014 Salem Civic Beautification 
award by Janet Hughes, Salem 
Garden Club President, and Salem 
Mayor Stan Wallace. 
n Crittenden County’s Republican 
Party was busy whipping up recog-
nition for its candidates in the pri-
mary, as well as for potential 
candidates in the following year's 
gubernatorial race. Seven-year-old 
Cutter Singleton was pictured lis-
tening intently to speakers at the 
Crittenden County Republican 
Party Pennyrile Area Dinner. By far 
the youngest in attendance at the 
dinner, Singleton made it clear he 
had his eye set on the White 
House. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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eral Assembly’s funding 
for Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District, according 
to local officials. 

The General Assem-
bly’s highway plan for 
projects in Livingston 
County were similar to 
the governor’s earlier an-
nouncement, but a proj-
ect was added to improve 
eastern access to the 
Ledbetter Bridge. 

In Crittenden County, 
here are approved and 
funded projects:  

•The plan calls for 
$1.98 million to be spent 
on design and construc-
tion of a bridge over 
Crooked Creek on KY 
387 between KY 91 and 
Riverview Park. The 
bridge is just east of the 
intersection of Hebron 
Church Road. Work 
should begin this year. 

•Another bridge project 
is on KY 506 not too far 
from the county line. 
There is $68,000 in the 
road plan for design and 
$680,000 for construc-
tion. The bridge spans 
Piney Creek.  

•A third bridge project 
was added to the con-
struction plan with $1.16 
million penciled in to re-
place the bridge on KY 
135 at Hurricane Creek. 
Design money is in the 
budget for FY2024 and 
construction funding is 
in FY2025.  

This is the one-lane 
bridge between KY 91 
North and Tolu, which 
was resurfaced not too 
long ago. 

Federal bridge funds 
will be used to pay for the 
three bridge projects in 
the county. 

•Timeline for improve-
ments to KY 295 just 
south of Dycusburg has 
been moved up. For 
years, county leaders 
have pushed for raising a 
stretch of the highway 
above the floodplain. In 
the state highways plan, 
there is $250,000 for 
right of way and utility 
work in 2024 and 
$500,000 for construc-
tion in 2025. This work 
was not expected to be 
done so soon. 

•The state highway 
plan calls for spending 
$2 million to upgrade 
Country Club Drive and 
Industrial Drive to ac-
commodate heavy truck 
traffic in order to bypass 
the difficult turns at the 
traffic light intersection 
of US 60 and US 641.  

Plans call for address-
ing safety concerns, geo-
metric deficiencies and 
possibly including a bike 
and pedestrian path as 
part of the work. 

While there is no con-
struction money in the 
the coming two-year 
budget for this project, 
state Rep. Jim Gooch 
says that once prelimi-
nary work begins on 
such projects, they’re 
typically completed.  

“We cannot obligate fu-
ture general assemblies,” 
he said in explaining the 
process for developing 
the state highway spend-
ing plan. “Once money is 
spent on design, right of 
way and utilities, the 
contraction phase is typ-
ically done because oth-
erwise it would have been 
a waste of money.” 

There is $2 million cur-
rently earmarked for pre-
construction phases of 
Country Club and Indus-
trials drives through the 
end of FY2026. Further 
funding will be needed 
for construction in the 
state’s next biennial 
transportation budget.  

•On KY 120, the dan-
gerous curve at Dean-
wood between Herman 
Travis Road and Piney 
Creek Bridge will be re-
constructed. The road 
plan calls for $2.15 mil-
lion over the next two fis-
cal years for design, right 
of way acquisition, utility 
relocation and construc-
tion. That curve has been 
the site of many serious 
automobile accidents 
over the past 25 years or 
so. Four years ago, the 
state highway depart-
ment added a non-skid 
surface that has helped 
reduce the number of 
crashes there. 

State Sen. Jason How-
ell said bridge funding 
still falls short of what’s 
needed, particularly in 
his western Kentucky 
district, but he is pleased 

with the scope of projects 
included in the highways 
plan for Crittenden 
County. 

“A number of years ago 
there was an effort where 
money was added to the 
budget to redo bridges,” 
the senator said. “The 
state was divided into 
thirds and it started in 
eastern Kentucky. Well, 
when it came time for the 
western third a decision 
was made to re-evaluate 
the ranking criteria. 
Then, COVID hit and the 
program never started 
back up.” 

Howell says he’s push-
ing hard for more bridge 
money, making it a prior-
ity in his district’s road 
plan, but overall the Gen-
eral Assembly saw merit 
in projects that he and 
Rep. Gooch pushed for in 
their area. 

“Candidly, many of 
these projects for Critten-
den County had been on 
the list for many years, 
but simply didn’t get ad-
dressed,” Howell said. 
“We worked really hard 
to get these projects in 
the plan this time for 
Crittenden County, and 
really for all of the coun-
ties in my district.” 

Crittenden County 
Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said he was 
pleasantly surprised with 
the list of state projects 
in the county. Marion 
Mayor D’Anna Browning 
said the Country Club 
Drive plan is something 
the city has been trying 
to get done for many 
years. 

Sen. Howell said 
$75,000 in state funding 
has also been earmarked 
for Crittenden County to 
use to repave Aunt Jane 
Tabernacle Road. 

There is funding in the 
highways plan to get 
started on the second 
phase of US 641’s reloca-
tion. In the budget is 
$3.5 million for right of 
way acquisition, $2 mil-
lion for utility relocation 
and $2 million for con-
struction through 2026. 
More construction exists 
in the broader Six-Year 
Highway Plan. 

“We got that right of 
way money pushed up a 
year earlier so we can get 
this project going,” Sen. 
Howell said. “I know 
that’s in Caldwell 
County, but it may be the 
most critical project for 
Crittenden County.” 

Livingston County has 
two projects in the state 
highway spending plan. 
The first will be a 2024 
outlay for $13.8 million 
to address the condition 
of I-24 from mile point 
29.5 to 33.8. New pave-
ment will be included in 
the plan. Design work 
calls for $1.3 million for 
constriction and $12.4 
million to improve 4.16 
miles of interstate be-
tween the Livingston and 
Marshall County line to 
about the 
Smithland/Grand Rivers 
Exit. 

Also for Livingston 
County, there is $2 mil-
lion in FY2025 for right of 
way acquisition and $1 
million in 2025 for utility 
relocation in order to re-
locate US 60 just east of 
the Tennessee River 
Bridge in Ledbetter. The 
intersection and curve 
that has been part of the 
route since the bridge 
was built in 2018 will be 
taken out.

A group of community volunteers have created a painting at Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park hoping to provide an oasis of serenity amidst the 
stresses of today’s life. Found in the remote corner of the park, a new 
painting named Dream Gardens gives those walking the paths, playing 
disc golf or simply driving by in a car, a moment away from life. This com-
munity beautification project was made possible through the efforts and 
resources of the ladies from the Extension Homemakers Challengers Club. 
Volunteers pictured are (from left) Nancy Lanham, Sue Ledford, Glenda 
Chandler, Sarah Ford and Roberta Shoemaker. Janet Stevens was not pic-
tured. Anyone interested in developing and working on future projects is 
urged to contact anyone of the group or Extension.
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We are plagued today 
by anxiety. Not the diag-
nosable type, of which 
there is also an abun-
dance, but the type that 
sti昀es  person-
al growth and 
responsibility 
for one’s words 
and actions. 
The easiest 
way to spot this 
type of anxiety 
is to see what 
happens on 
the rare occa-
sion a public 
昀gure  changes 
their view on 
something after 
taking in more 
in f o r mat i on . 
It can also be 
seen in group 
d i s c u s s i o n s 
when a person 
speaks against the grain 
or direction of the group. 

This type of anxiety 
will  昀nd  a  place  to  rest. 
In societies it will be an 
identi昀ed problem. It will 
be a problem that does 
not require any change 
or challenge on the part 
of those doing the identi-
fying. It may be a group 
of “foreigners.” It may 
be an opposing political 
party. It may be “the gov-
ernment.” It could be an-
other religious or ethnic 
group. Whoever the iden-
ti昀ed  problem  is  will  be 
targeted and sometimes 
dehumanized through 
name-calling and label-
ing. If this anxiety is not 
checked it will lead to a 
bad outcome for every-
one. 
The  昀rst  thing  for  all 

of us is to realize that 
we are all part of the 
problem or part of the 

solution. Those who can 
calm themselves enough 
to think critically, and 
somewhat independently, 
about our life together as 

human beings 
will fall more 
on the side of 
making things 
better.
But  昀rst  we 

must calm our-
selves. There 
are phases of 
life when calm-
ing oneself can 
seem impossi-
ble. To make 
such changes 
may be like try-
ing to change 
clothes while 
trying to run 
a marathon. It 
will be embar-
rassing, awk-

ward, and there will be a 
fall or two. But, from per-
sonal experience, the ef-
fort is worth the trouble. 
If you are a parent with 
young children at home, 
the payoff will come in the 
form of calmer children. 
They take their emotional 
cues from their parents 
and caregivers.

Here are a few things 
that I currently do or 
have done that have 
helped deescalate drama 
and anxiety in my life. 

Take care of yourself 
昀rst. This does not mean 
being  sel昀sh  or  self-cen-
tered. It means getting 
enough sleep and good 
nutrition. If we are tired 
or don’t feel well because 
we have not cared for 
ourselves, it will make it 
hard to respond well to 
others. It is hard to help 
others if we are not tak-
ing the best care of our-

selves that we can.
Take quiet time. Par-

ents of young children 
long for a hot meal and 
a trip to the bathroom 
without interruption. 
When life is very busy, 
try to steal seconds at a 
time. Breathing exercises 
can help here. Sometimes 
one deep breath and a re-
minder to not overreact 
can be the difference in a 
small problem solved or 
becoming a bigger one. 
Take a moment of quiet 
before meals – even better 
if everyone is at the table 
– to give thanks. 

Prayer. It is better to 
fall asleep praying than 
to not pray at all. Write a 
prayer or a scripture that 
you will see every day as 
you are getting ready. 
With prayer it may take 
a change of perspective 
to  昀nd  the  time.  Martin 
Luther famously said, “I 
have so much to do that I 
shall spend the 昀rst three 
hours in prayer.” It may 
be possible according to 
some to pray while doing 
something else; I believe 
it is vital to give at least 
a couple of minutes daily 
to focused prayer.  Prayer 
reminds us of who we are 
and where we are in the 
world.
Meditation  is  a  pow-

erful calming practice. 
Schedule a few minutes 
into your day of good de-
votional reading or struc-
tured Bible reading. Find 
those words or phrases 
that catch your attention 
and consider why. Medi-
tation helps us keep per-
spective.

Be prepared. Few 
things in life produce 
more anxiety than being 

unprepared. It may be 
something as simple as 
oversleeping by 昀ve min-
utes, which can make us 
feel rushed for the rest 
of the day. Part of being 
prepared is putting in 
time ahead of deadlines 
and asking for help when 
needed. Self-discipline is 
a calming practice.

Keep focused on the 
goal or purpose. One of 
the best ways to deesca-
late conversations that 
are going awry is to fo-
cus on the problem, not 
the person. This can be 
hard when someone re-
sorts to personal attacks 
or avoids answering legit-
imate questions. The goal 
is better understanding 
or a good result, not to 
win an argument.

Psalm 131:1-2 says,
O LORD, my heart is 

not lifted up,
my eyes are not raised 

too high;
I do not occupy myself 

with things
too great and too mar-

velous for me.
But I have calmed and 

quieted my soul,
like a child quieted at 

its mother’s breast;
like a child that is qui-

eted is my soul.
Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 

minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

n Old Salem Baptist 
Church has a Blessing Box 
located next to the church at 
117 Old Salem Church Rd. 
Everyone is welcome to take 
items or place them in the 
box for others to enjoy.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve the 
area with free clothes. The 
Clothes Closet is operated 
from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 

the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry is 
open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in 
Coleman Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Religious OutreachDeescalate drama and anxiety

We become righteous by loving like Jesus
Question: When I look 

within myself, I see an ar-
rogant, sel昀sh, greedy and 
lustful person. That’s not 
who I want to be. I want to 
live a righteous life, but I fall 
far short of that desire. How 
can I change who I am into 
who I want to be? 

Answer: You’re right on 
target! God calls us to live 
righteous lives. The prob-
lem is we simply can’t do 
it on our own. Thankfully, 
God made a way that we 
can be righteous and live 
righteously. Jesus, while 
on earth, lived a perfectly 
righteous life and satis昀ed 
God’s righteous require-
ments and was 昀t to pay the 
price for our sin-debt.

For our sins to be for-
given, we need to confess 

to God we are sinners and 
to repent that is to change 
from our sinful way. We 
need to trust in Christ by 
faith. When we do, we ac-
quire Christ’s righteousness 
and are made a part of 
God’s family.

As Christians, we are to 
devote ourselves to righ-
teous living; and the Holy 
Spirit, who indwells each 
believer, will help us do 
what is right. However, 
Christians aren’t character-
ized by perfection. Instead, 

they’re characterized by 
truly repenting and striving 
to live righteous lives even 
when they stumble.

Righteous living includes 
doing right all the time and 
loving our neighbors as Je-
sus does. The Bible makes 
this plain—“Anyone who 
does not do what is right 
is not a child of God; nor is 
anyone who does not love 
his brother’ (1 Jn. 3:10).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



The hanging of Greenberry Ritch (Part I)

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

A lawless element 
that plagued the coun-
ty during the late 1800s 
was conducted 
by groups of men 
called “White 
Capps” or “Reg-
ulators.” When 
they decided if 
someone needed 
a good thrashing, 
they would band 
together and go 
to that person’s 
home and call 
them out in the 
night, depending 
on how severe 
they thought the 
crime was de-
termined how 
many licks that 
would be given. 
But Berry Ritch’s 
punishment got 
out of control. 

The crime could be for 
stealing chickens or oth-
er livestock, or maybe 
they thought someone 
was lazy and not taking 
good care of their family.

In the case of Green-
berry Ritch, it seems his 
name was connected to 
a man named William 
Goode, and his punish-
ment was deadly.

 –––
From the Files of The 

Crittenden Press – Octo-
ber 25, 1894

A MOB’S WORK.  
BERRY RITCH 

CALLED FROM HIS 
HOUSE IN THE NIGHT 
AND HUNG.

Berry Ritch lived on 
a farm about 9 miles 
northeast of Marion, 
and about one and a 
half miles north of the 
country store of Mr. E. 
C. Moore, known as Mat-
toon.  About 3 o’clock 
Monday morning Ritch 
and his family were 
awakened from their 
slumbers by a call from 
near the door. Ritch an-
swered the summons, 
and after lighting a lamp 
and dressing himself 
opened his door and in-
vited the unknown per-
son or persons to come 
in and take a seat.  The 
reply was “we are in a 
hurry and want you to go 
with us up to the cross 
lanes to the sycamore 
to meet Bill Goode who 
wants to see you.” Ritch 
stepped out, and several 
men came from around 
the house. Berry Ritch 
went up the public road 
with them never to re-
turn alive.  

At daylight he had not 
returned, and his son-in-
law Gus Query, of Black-
ford, Ky., and Ritch’s son 
started in search of him. 
Following the footprints 
made in the dust of the 
highway during the 
night, they went down 
the road some 300 yards 
and there, in plain view 
of the road, found in a 
standing position by a 
rope around the neck, 
the dead body of Berry 
Ritch, cold and stiff in 
death. One end of an or-
dinary grass rope, which 
had evidently been used 
during the season as a 
plow line, was tied to a 
limb (about two inches 
in diameter, and eight 
or nine feet from the 
ground) of a small syc-
amore tree; the other 
end was around Ritch’s 
neck, tied in the regular 
hangman fashion; the 
feet were resting on the 
ground, hands hang-
ing at his side, and face 
somewhat swollen.  

The tree stood at the 
edge of a little clearing, 
and on a hill about 400 

hundred feet from the 
front door of Wm. Ritch’s 
residence, which is only 

a cabin.  
The news 

was soon 
scattered over 
the neighbor-
hood. Justice 
of the Peace 
Taylor was 
sent for, and  
when he ar-
rived a jury 
was sum-
moned and an 
inquest held. 
The verdict 
was that Ber-
ry Ritch came 
to his death 
by hanging 
at the hands 
of unknown 
parties. The 

body was cut down and 
carried to his home, 
where it remained un-
til late in the afternoon 
when the interment took 
place at Mt. Zion Ceme-
tery.  

Mrs. Ritch, wife of the 
dead man, was called 
upon by a representa-
tive of The Press just be-
fore the burial.  She is a 
stout woman of perhaps 
40 years, not unpleas-
ant face, but full of de-
termination.  She talked 
freely of the affair, and 
as she stood in the yard, 
surrounded by her four 
small children, one at 
the breast, detailing the 
events of the morning, 
her face lit up with intel-
ligence, while the emo-
tions of anger and sorrow 
would chase each other 
across her countenance. 
When she said, “we 
would have fough’um,” 
there was 昀re in her eye, 
and you knew she meant 
it.  When she related 
how Gus could not tell 
the dreadful news, a tear 
came and the lip quiv-
ered.  Her story was as 
follows:

–––
Mrs. Ritch Tells Her 

Story
About 3 o’clock Mon-

day morning we were 
awakened by someone at 
the door calling for Ber-
ry.  He got up and told 
them he would open the 
door as soon as he got 
his pants on.  He lit the 
lamp, put on his pants 
and opened the door and 

said ‘come in and have 
a chair. The man out-
side said, “We haven’t 
got time; we have Goode 
up at the cross lanes at 
the sycamore and want 
you to go and consult 
with him.”  Berry asked 
them if they had Goode 
arrested and they an-
swered ‘yes.’ Berry asked 
me where his coat was, 
and while he was dress-
ing they said, ‘hurry up, 
we are in a hurry.’ When 
Berry had 昀nished dress-
ing he stepped outside 
and a man outside said 
‘come on boys.’ When 
they started off I got up 
and went to the door and 
heard them ask Berry 
when he saw Bill Goode.  
Berry said, ‘fellows, I 
have not seen Goode,’ 
and those were the last 
words I ever heard him 
say.  I think there were 
昀ve or six of them.

When they were at the 
door Gus Query cleared 
up his throat or made 
some noise that attract-
ed their attention, and 
they asked who was 
there.  Berry told them it 
was Gus and his wife.

Of course Berry nor 
none of us were  expect-
ing any trouble of any 
kind; had we known or 
even thought of this ter-
rible thing we would have 
fought them till we were 
all killed. We had a gun 
and two pistols in the 
house, of these we never 
even thought. Only a day 
or two ago Berry said to 
me that he would hate to 
be in Goode’s 昀x – having 
to lay out and away from 
his family.  

About eight months 
ago Berry told Goode 
in my presence that he 
must keep away from us, 
that he would have noth-
ing more to do with him, 
that people were telling 
him they would have 
nothing to do with him 
if he went with Goode.  
Goode said that he didn’t 
give a damn and had not 
been here since I don’t 
know when.

About daybreak I be-
gan to mistrust some-
thing and felt uneasy 
about Berry staying 
away so long, and I went 
to the barn before it was 
good light.  As soon as it 
was light Gus and Jeff 

went to hunt him, while I 
was getting breakfast.  

Soon Gus came run-
ning back and he could 
hardly talk, and he told 
us they had hung Ber-
ry. “I did not see a one of 
them.  They kept back in 
the dark.  I have no idea 
who any of them were.”

Gus Query, who mar-
ried Ritch’s daughter, 
gave substantially the 
same account as Mrs. 
Ritch.  He lives at Black-
ford and he and his wife 
were visiting her father’s 
family.  While Mrs. Ritch 
thought there were only 
昀ve  or  six,  he  was  sure 
there must have been a 
yard full of them. When 
daylight came he fol-
lowed the tracks down 
the road and they led 
him to the dead man, 
and he gave the alarm. 
In the woods near where 
Ritch’s body was found, 
horses had been hitched.

Berry Ritch has been a 
resident of the county for 
a number of years.  He 

came here from Webster 
County some 16 years 
ago, and has never been 
very prosperous.  He was 
a man without much en-
ergy, a hard drinker, rare-
ly ever coming to town 
without  getting  intoxi-
cated. By many he was 
regarded as a harmless, 
inoffensive, rather con-
昀ding, shiftless man. He 
was apparently always 
in a good humor, ready 
to do whatever favor 
asked; and was offended 
at nothing. He owned a 
small farm, worth proba-
bly $700.  His house was 
a modest,  box  structure 
of three rooms, his fami-
ly consisted of a wife, two 
married daughters, one 
single daughter about 
grown, three small boys, 
one in his teens and a 
baby.  

In the neighborhood 
in which he lives but 
few men will express an 
opinion in reference to 
him.  Some regard him 
as pictured by the fore-

going description, while 
others will shake their 
heads and say nothing.  
The consensus of opin-
ion is, however, is that 
he did not deserve the 
fate he met, and the deed 
is condemned, and on 
every hand the affair is 
regretted by the people of 
that section of the coun-
ty.

This is the state of af-
fairs  that  has  existed 
there for many months 
and it was these things 
that led up to the un-
timely end of Berry Ritch.  

–––
Part II of the story will 

continue  next week  and 
will also tell of another 
hanging that occurred in 
Crittenden County.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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for sale
Kelly backhoe digging unit 
for medium to large trac-
tor, $4000. (270) 952-1658. 
(1t-15-c) rb

Farm equipment: Post Hole 
auger w/24” bit, Land Pride 
grader blade, pasture har-
row, tractor quick hitch, 
generator (have manual). 
Glennhaven Farm, 300 
Goodspring Rd., just off KY 
91, Crider community. (859) 
229-5758. (1t-15-p)

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

sales
Yard sale, 150 Lynn Rd., 
U.S. 60 West to Ky 1668, 
mile ½ to Lynn Rd. on right. 
Watch for signs. Furniture 
and miscellaneous. Friday, 
April 12 and Saturday, April 
13, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (1t-15-p) 

Muilti-family sale: Friday, 
April 12 8 a.m.-noon and 
Saturday, April 13 7:30 
a.m.-? 238 Guess Dr., Mar-
ion. Children’s, women’s 
and men’s clothes; home 
decor, books and more. (1t-
15)

automotive
1992 Chevrolet C10 V8 
pickup, $1,500. (270) 952-
1658. (1t-15-c) rb

lost
Lost in Marion: One gold 
cross from necklace. Re-
ward offered. (270) 969-
8434. (1t-15-p)

employment
Part-time help wanted. 
Call Steve Cooper, Cooper 
Towing (270) 704-0943. 
(2t-16-p)

HELP WANTED: Critten-
den County Fiscal Court is 
accepting applications for 
full-time custodial services 
help. The successful appli-
cant will possess the ability 
to work in an of昀ce envi-
ronment, be self-motivated, 
recognize areas requiring 
the attention light and/or 
deep cleaning, follow in-
structions and coordinate 
a maintenance/cleaning 
schedule for multiple facil-
ities. The candidate must 
possess a driven desire to 
help our community. The job 
will be a 40-hour work week 
with bene昀ts and a com-
petitive pay scale based 
on experience and ability 
to meet the requirements 
of the job. Applications are 
available at the County Of-
昀ce Complex, 200 Industrial 
Dr., Marion KY 42064. The 
County is an equal oppor-
tunity employer and a cer-
ti昀ed drug free workplace. If 
you wish to serve your com-
munity and are looking for a 
clean and stress-free work 
environment this may be 
your opportunity to shine. 
(1t-15-c)

services
Springtime is here! Do 
you need a job done? Big 
or small, give us a call, ( 
270) 704-1888. Better Built 
Home Solutions: Decks, 
pressure washing, window 
washing, roo昀ng, paint-
ing, tree trimming/cutting, 
general maintenance jobs 
and much more! Free esti-
mates! (8t-19-c) ks

Weekend remodeling. 
Flooring, decks, small car-
pentry work. Call Ben Ev-
ans and Gabe Mott (270) 
704-5977 or (270) 704-
6158. (TfC)

notices
PUBLIC NOTICE
A public hearing will be held 
by Crittenden County Fis-
cal Court at the County Of-

昀ce Complex on Thursday, 
April 18, 2024 at 8:30 a.m. 
during a special meeting 
for the purpose of obtain-
ing citizens comments in 
regards to the Ordinance 
authorizing an Amendment 
to the Interlocal Agreement 
between the City of Marion 
and Crittenden County for 
911 Emergency Service. 
All interested persons are 
invited to the hearing and 
may submit verbal or writ-
ten comments.  Any per-
son(s) who can not attend 
the public hearing but wish 
to submit comments should 
call the Of昀ce of Judge Ex-
ecutive at 270-965-5251 
or submit to yvette.mar-
tin@crittendencountyky.
org by Wednesday, April 
17th at 4:30 pm so that ar-
rangements can be made 
to secure their comments. 
(1t-15-c)

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-
ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

bid notices
Marion-Crittenden Coun-
ty Park Board is accepting 
bids on a 16’x24’ covered 
pavilion with concrete 昀oor 
and power outlets. Bids 
must be sent to Marion 
Tourism Commission, P.O. 
Box 174, Marion, KY 42064 
or dropped off at 213 S. 
Main St. Marion KY before 
8:30 a.m., April 16, 2024. 
(1t-15-c)

Crittenden County Board of 
Education will be accepting 
sealed bids for the instal-
lation of 13 rooftop HVAC 
units at the Crittenden 
County Elementary School.  
Please submit sealed bids 
to: Crittenden County Board 
of Education, 601 West Elm 
Street, Marion, KY  42064.  
Bids will be accepted until 
April 12, 2024 at 1:00 p.m., 
at which time they will be 
opened. No immediate de-
cisions will be made.  For 
more information, please 

contact Brian Kirby at 270-
704-1166. (1t-15-c)

Bid Notice:  The Critten-
den County Fiscal Court 
is accepting sealed bids 
for multiple roof replace-
ment projects. The follow-
ing building addresses and 
roof types are included in 
this project:  202 N. Walker 
St. – 3 tab shingle roof with 
an alternate bid of 26 ga. 
Corrugated metal, 10.4 sq.;  
209 N. Walker St. – 26 ga. 
Corrugated metal, 96.37 
sq.; 210 N. Walker St. – 3 
tab shingle roof with an al-
ternate bid of 26 ga. Corru-
gated metal, 79.56 sq.; 402 
N. Walker St. – 3 tab shin-
gle roof with an alternate 
bid of 26 ga. Corrugated 
metal, 30.63 sq.; 131 Roch-
ester St. – standing seam 
and black EPDM rubber 
combination roof materials, 
150.83 sq. total area 1901 
U..S. Hwy. 60 E. (Road Ga-
rage) – 26 ga. Corrugated 
metal, 68.00 sq.; 1901 U.S. 
Hwy. 60 E. (Animal Shelter) 
– 26 ga. Corrugated met-
al, 30.61 sq.; 208 W. Car-
lisle St. – standing seam, 
281.06 sq.; 222 W. Carlisle 
St. – 26 ga. Corrugate met-
al, 27.92 sq.; 101 Carlisle 
St. – 26 ga. Corrugated 
metal, 33.06 sq.; 214 S. 
Weldon St. – 26 ga. Corru-
gated metal, 26.04 sq.; and 
200 Industrial Dr. – stand-
ing seam roof, 102.75 sq.  A 
pre-bid meeting will be held 
April 18, 2024, at the Coun-
ty Of昀ce Complex Fiscal 
Courtroom for the purpos-
es of providing bid pack-
ets to all interested roo昀ng 
companies and to address 
any questions or concerns 
regarding this project. The 
meeting will be held at 1:00 
p.m. and is not mandated 
for bid consideration. Bids 

will be due by 4:00 p.m. 
on May 1, 2024, and can 
be submitted by mail to 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court, c/o Roo昀ng Project 
Bid, 200 Industrial Dr., Ste. 
A, Marion, KY 42064, or by 
email to jada.williams@crit-
tendencountyky.org. Bids 
will be opened and read 
aloud May 2, 2024, in the 

Fiscal Courtroom of the 
Crittenden County Of昀ce 
Complex at 10:00 a.m. All 
bids shall include a mini-
mum of speci昀cations for 
materials intended for use, 
proof of liability insurance 
coverage in an amount no 
less than $1,000,000.00, 
proof of current business 
license, warranty details of 

work and materials as ap-
plicable, and a proposed 
work schedule. The Crit-
tenden County Fiscal Court 
reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids in 
accordance with KRS-45A. 
(1t-15-c)
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OPRY 
Continued from page 1 

charter bus company. 
While they appeared calm and 

collected under the lights of 
country music’s broadway, there 
were snags and raw emotions. 
Yet, no one in the audience 
would have detected either. 
Country music legend Ricky Sk-
aggs saw it, and offered Cash 
Singleton a little advice when 
the boys came off the stage. 

Cash’s mandoline strap had 
come loose during the perform-
ance. He calmly reached back 
and reattached it without miss-
ing a note. Skaggs saw it happen 
and suggested Cash do the 
same thing he does, wire the 
strap to the mandoline tailpin. 

The brothers have seen the 
national stage before when they 
performed early in their careers 
for NBC’s Little Big Shots. But 
when Cash was singing at the 
Opry, emotion ran down this 
face. 

“He was crying like a baby,”  
Cutter said about his sibling. 
“The emotions were just over-
whelming. We have worked so 
hard for this.” 

The Opry estimates that about 
11 million listeners or watchers 
tune in to the show every Satur-
day night either live, on the 
radio or streaming on the web. 

The group performed its first 
single, a cover of “Momma’s 
Don’t Your Babies Grow up to be 
Cowboys” and a gospel tune 

“Workin’ on a Buildin’.” 
Guitarist Lily Goebel, 15, and 

fiddler, Noah Goebel, 13, are the 
other two musicians in the 
band. Cash’s vocals for the 
gospel song brought the house 
down and the band received 
standing ovations after each se-
lection. 

Cruce said country music icon 
Vince Gill mentioned Cutter by 
name during and after the Opry 
performance, saying the young 
Marion musician reminded him 
of Marty Stuart when he was 
that age. Stuart learned to play 
guitar and mandolin as a child, 
and by age 12, he had joined a 
gospel band. Shortly thereafter, 
in the early 1970s, Stuart got on 
with Lester Flatt's band and 
later recorded many Billboard 
hits and won five Grammy 
Awards. 

As a special treat, Cutter was 
loaned a guitar that hadn’t been 
used on the Opry stage since the 
late, great Ernest Tubb 
strummed it there before his 
death in 1984. Their appearance 
was largely orchestrated by leg-
endary opry and country music 
entertainer Jeannie Seely, who 
befriended the young band a few 
years ago and has become their 
producer and promoter.  

“I just have to keep pinching 
myself,” Cutter added. “I don’t 
think it has really sunk in.” 

It should one day, perhaps by 
the time the group’s youngest 
members are as old as their 
bass guitarist. 

Grand Ole Opry photo by Cailee Nace

Being on the Opry for the first time will be a lifelong mem-
ory for the original band members (from left) Brennan 
Cruce, Cash Singleton and Cutter Singleton.

Second and College streets were getting a new topping 
of pavement last week. These were among a handful of 
paving jobs that were approved and funded two years 
ago by the city. A shortage of bids on paving projects 
has largely been responsible for the delays. Mayor 
D’Anna Browning says she hopes to find additional 
funding to do more paving later this year. 

Governor signs new laws 
approved by legislators  
 
KY TODAY 

 Kentucky General Assembly 
wrapped up much of its work last 
Friday and is currently in the so-
called “veto recess” until later this 
week. 

When legislation is passed and 
sent to Gov. Andy Beshear, he has 
10 business days to decide if he will 
sign the measure into law, veto it, 
or allow it to become law without 
his signature. 

Below is some of the legislation, 
the governor has signed: 

•SB 18 standardizes the rules 
and specifications for school bus 
equipment. 

•SB 29 simplifies the process for 
automotive glass insurance claims 
and expands options for consumers 
who need glass repair. 

•SB 46 loosens restrictions on 
tinting for windshields, while main-
taining visibility requirements.  

•SB 145 allows more health care 
facilities to have access to child 
abuse registries when doing back-
ground checks on new employees. 

•SB 158 allows financial institu-
tions to open a restricted account 
for a minor for court settlements or 
claims proceeds. 

•SB 162 expands the ability of 
law enforcement to access and re-
tain copies of accident reports. 

•SB 164 makes it easier for Ken-
tuckians to gain their electrician or 
plumbing license through propri-
etary schools and career centers. 

 



BASEBALL  
Rockets in All A championshp 

Crittenden County beat 
Fort Campbell 16-1 Tuesday 
to advance to Thursday’s All 
A Second Region champi-
onship game at Eddyville. 

Quinn Summers had 2 hits 
– a double and triple – and 3 
RBIs and Tyler Belt tripled 
and scored 3 runs. Others 
with 2 hits were Hutson 
Stokes, Jeremiah Foster and 
Kaiden Travis.  

Stokes pitched the entire 
game, striking out 5. 
Rockets win All A opener 

Crittenden County gained a 
measure of revenge against 
Livingston Central Monday 
by beating the Cardinals 7-4 
to open the All A Classic Sec-
ond Region Tournament at 
Marion. CCHS had lost a dis-
trict game to LCHS in March. 

Five Rocket hits were scat-
tered among Hutson Stokes, 
Quinn Summers, Jeremiah 
Foster, Casey Cates and 
Kaiden Travis, who had 2 
RBIs. 

Crittenden came back from 
being down by 3 early. The 
Rockets plated 6 runs in the 
fifth inning. 

Asa McCord got the start 
and Foster worked 5 innings 
in relief, striking out 6 and al-
lowing just one run. 

Rain this week has thrown 
the All A schedule into chaos. 
A makeup plan had not been 
determined at press time. 
Fla. opener goes well 

Crittenden County split 4 
games in Panama City Beach, 
Fla., last week during spring 

break action. 
Out of the gate, CCHS beat 

Rutherford, Fla., 9-8 then de-
feated Clinton County, Ky. 5-
1 before losing to a couple 
more Kentucky opponents, 
Casey County 12-7 and Lin-
coln County 12-4. 

Tyler Belt had 2 hits and 
scored 2 runs in CCHS’s win 
over Clinton. Asa McCord 
also had a couple of hits. He 
also pitched a 3-hit complete 
game, striking out 6. 

Hutson Stokes and Belt 
scored 2 runs apiece in the 
loss to Casey County. Stokes 
had 2 of CCH’s 6 hits. 

Chase Conyer, Stokes and 
Quinn Summers shared the 
pitching duties. Conyer 
fanned 11 over 5 innings. 

In the 8-run loss to Lincoln 
County, Conyer and Foster 
had 2 hits apiece. Casey 
Cates doubled.  

Five errors hurt CCHS as 
Jaxton Duncan pitched 4 in-
nings and Belt 2. Only 6 runs 
were earned.  

 
SOFTBALL  
CCHS in All A championship 

Crittenden County scored 9 
runs in the fifth inning Tues-
day to help beat Lyon County 
by the 10-rule and earn a 
spot in the All A Classic Sec-
ond Region championship 
scheduled for Thursday at 
Hopkinsville. 

Anna Boone had 3 hits and 
Andrea Federico had 2 hits 
including a home run and 
knocked in 3. Elle McDaniel 
had 2 hits and Elliot Evans 
scored 3 runs. Aubre Conyer 
had 2 hits and 2 RBIs. Han-

nah Jent had 3 RBIs. 
Brodi Rich pitched 3.2 in-

nings for the win and Boone 
pitched 2.1 innings in relief. 

 
Rocket girls surprise Tigers 

Crittenden County upset 
Caldwell County 10-8 in a 
slugfest to open the All A 
Classic Second Region Tour-
nament Monday at Princeton. 

Elliot Evans and Andrea 
Federico led an offensive at-
tack that included 13 hits, 10 
RBIs and 2 extra-based hits. 
Evans had 4 hits and scored 
3 runs and Federico had 4 
hits and knocked in 6. She 
also tripled. Morgan Piper 
had 2 hits, including a dou-
ble, and 2 RBIs. 

Brodi Rich started the 
game and Anna Boone fin-
ished it on the rubber. Boone 
struck out 19 and allowed 
just 1 earned run. 

CCHS will play Lyon 
County in the regional semi-
final game, which was rained 
out on Tuesday. A makeup 
date had not be established 
at press time.  

The Lady Rockets have now 
won 4 of their last 5 games 
after a 3-game losing streak. 

 
Girls win 3 of 4 on break 

The Lady Rockets won 3 of 
their 4 games over spring 
break during a 2-day tourna-
ment at Clarksville, Tenn. 

CCHS opened with a 10-0 
win over Clarksville Christian 
then beat Obion Central 
(Tenn.) 6-1 before knocking 
off Clarksville Northwest 12-
1 in the final pool play game. 
Yet in their opening contest 
in bracket play, Crittenden 
lost 8-0 to Clarksville High. 

Senior centerfielder Jaycee 
Champion had 3 hits in the 

opening win. Elliot Evans, 
Anna Boone, Elle McDaniel, 
Hannah Jent and Jaylee 
Champion each had hits in 
the contest. Evans pitched 
the entire game for a 3-hit 
victory with 7 strikeouts. 

Boone threw a 2-hitter 
against Obion. She and 
Evans also had 2 hits apiece. 
Andrea Federico and Jent 
doubled in the game. 

Federico dialed up her 
fourth homer of the season in 
the win over Northwest. She 
and McDaniel had 2 hits 
apiece and everyone else in 
the lineup had one hit. Evans 
pitched a 2-hit, complete 
game. 

Lady Rocket bats went 
silent against Clarksville as 
the girls managed just a cou-
ple of singles by Jent and 
Federico. Boone and Evans 
both tried to stop Clarksville 
in the circle. 

SPRING SPORTS 
This week’s games 

THURSDAY 
Softball at All A Championship 
Baseball at All A Championship 
FRIDAY  
Softball at Madisonville 
SATURDAY 
Track at Owensboro Invitational 
Track at Mayfield Fast Times 
MONDAY 
Softball hosts Trigg County 
Baseball host Trigg County 
TUESDAY 
Softball hosts Livingston Central 
Baseball hosts Livingston Central 
Track at Ballard Memorial 
 

All A Classic Results 

All A SOFTBALL 
OPENING ROUND RESULTS 
Crittenden County 10, Caldwell Co. 8 
Lyon County 15, Dawson Springs 0 
Livingston 1, Heritage Christian 0, forfeit 
Fort Campbell at UHA, postponed 
SEMIFINAL RESULTS 
Crittenden Co. 14, Lyon County 4 
Livingston Central vs. UHA/FtC 
CHAMPIONSHIP at UHA 
Crittenden County vs TBD 
 

All A BASEBALL 
OPENING ROUND RESULTS 
Fort Campbell 15, Dawson Springs 0 
Crittenden Co. 7, Livingston Central 4 
Lyon County 24, Heritage Christian 0 
Caldwell County 6, UHA 1 
SEMIFINAL RESULTS 
Crittenden County 16, Ft. Campbell 1 
Lyon County 7, Caldwell County 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP THURSDAY 
Crittenden County vs Lyon County 
 
DISTRICT SOFTBALL STANDINGS 

Team                                Overall          Dist 
Trigg County               9-9          2-1 
Livingston Central      15-2         1-1 
Lyon County                6-5          1-2 
Crittenden County       7-7          0-3 
 
DISTRICT BASEBALL STANDINGS 

Lyon County                7-4          3-0 
Livingston Central       8-7          1-1 
Trigg County               7-5          1-1 
Crittenden County       9-6          0-3 

  Games through 4-8-24  

DISC GOLF 
Park hosts tournament 

    Marion-Crittenden County Park this 
weekend is hosting its annual HB 
Clark Disc Golf Tournament. The Sat-
urday event has professional and am-
ateur divisions and is part of the West 
Kentucky Disc Golf Series. To register 
go online to Marion Disc Golf Face-
book page. The tournament is named 
for the man who designed the local 
course. 

RUNNING 
5K benefit at M-CC Park 

   There will be a 5K and fun run to 
benefit Livingston Hospital Foundation 
on Saturday, April 27 at Marion City-
County Park. Registration is at 8:30 
a.m., and race at 9 a.m. Cost is $25 
for the 5K and $15 for the one-mile 
run. Proceeds benefit the LH Founda-
tion, which assists with health and 
wellness needs in the community.  
Contact Tiffany Roberts at (270) 704-
1360 to register or of more informa-
tion.  

BASKETBALL 
Coach Cal bids adieu 

   After 15 seasons as basketball 
coach at the University Kentucky, John 
Calipari, 65, is saying farewell. He 
made an official announcement on so-
cial media Tuesday. Other reports 
have suggested he’s close to a deal 
with Southeastern Conference foe 
Arkansas.  
 
OUTDOORS 

Youth hunters take 31 

   Young hunters 
bagged 31 turkeys 
during the two-day 
youth hunt last 
weekend. They 
took 23 mature 
strutters, six jakes 
and two beared 
hens in Crittenden 
County. In nearby 
Livingston County, 19 gobblers were 
harvested. In Lyon, Caldwell and 
Union counties, hunters took 14 each 
and in Webster 24 were taken. The 
statewide season opens this weekend 
and runs until May 5. 

 
FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 

www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 
@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
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CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

GO BIG BLUE
Keep Your Eyes On The Ball!

KY TODAY 
The storied high school 

basketball career of Lyon 
County High School’s Travis 
Perry is now on display on 
highways leading into the 
county, along with a marker 
commemorating the school’s 
first state basketball cham-
pionship. 

Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet District 1 hung 
signs along the county lines 
on U.S. 62 at Caldwell and 

Livingston counties. 
Perry, who has signed to 

play college basketball at the 
University of Kentucky, is 
the state’s all-time scoring 
leader and is only the second 
Kentucky high school player 
to score at least 3,000 
points. He is the 2024 Mr. 
Basketball in the state and 
was the Gatorade Player of 
the Year for the second 
straight year. 

He finished his high school 
career with 5,481 points, 
eclipsing the previous record 
of 4,337 set in 1956 by King 
Kelly Coleman. He holds the 
record for field goals made 
(1,918), field goals attempted 
(3,880), 3-pointers made 
(714) and free throws made 
(933). He averaged 22 
points, three rebounds, 4.8 
assists and 2.2 steals and is 
4.0 student. 

TOP5 BATTING LEADERS 

Rocket Baseball 
Hutson Stokes                  .429 
Quinn Summers                .409 
Tyler Belt                           .396 
Jeremiah Foster                .394 
Drake Young                     .333 

Minimum 20 ABs, through 16 games

TOP5 RBI LEADERS 

Rocket Baseball 
Tyler Belt                              16 
Casey Cates                        14 
Jaxton Duncan                     14 
Chase Conyer                      13 
Hutson Stokes                     13 

Minimum 20 ABs, through 16 games TOP5 BATTING LEADERS 

CCHS Softball 
Andrea Federico               .477 
Elliot Evans                       .472 
Anna Boone                      .354 
Hannah Jent                      .341 
Elle McDaniel                    .317 

Minimum 25 ABs, through 15 games

TOP5 RBI LEADERS 

CCHS Softball 
Andrea Federico                 26 
Hannah Jent                       12 
Morgan Piper                       7 
Elle McDaniel                       7 
Anna Boone                         6 

Minimum 25 ABs, through 15 games

Highways commemorate Lyon, Perry’s accomplishments

Travis Perry holds one of the 
new highway signs. 

Rocket first baseman Chase Conyer makes a grab on this close 
play during a recent high school game in Marion.

Crittenden County senior Jaylee Champion gets a jump off of 
third base as Caldwell’s Brylee Butts (who is granddaughter of 
former CCHS football coach Pat Gates) readies for the ball.

Crittenden County senior and team captain Jaycee Champion 
fields a ball in centerfield during the Lady Rockets victory in the 
All A Classic opener at Caldwell County. 



BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Shayann Board cried every day until 
second-grade. Then one teacher 
changed everything. 

Today as she stands at the front of 
her classroom at Crittenden County 
Elementary, she strives to be that 
teacher – to make learning fun and to 
let kids know they are loved. Her 
charisma and positivity led to her se-
lection in the education category of 
The Crittenden Press’ 10 Under 40 
community recognition program. 

Like many little girls, Board loved to 
“play school,” frequently lining up her 
stuffed animals alongside her brother 
Gabe. Ironically, she hated school. It 
was Shanon Baker who showed her a 
little extra attention to help reverse a 
loathing of the classroom. 

As she got older, she thought she 
wanted to be a teacher, but an intro-
duction to education class she took as 
a senior in high school solidified her 
career plans. She earned a teaching 
degree from Western Kentucky Uni-
versity and was hired as a substitute 
at Crittenden Elementary mere weeks 
after her 2020 graduation. A fifth-
grade classroom opened up during the 
spring semester during the COVID 
years, and she got her teaching start 
with a group of 13 students who ac-
cepted the school district’s option to 
return as in-person learners. 

The next year she found herself in 
second grade, and she can’t imagine 
herself anywhere else. 

The Lyon County native loves being 
a Crittenden County Rocket. Her 
grandmother Ann Daughtrey Sutton 
grew up in Dycusburg and is proud 
Board is teaching in the county where 
she graduated high school.  

“She loves that I’m over here. When 
I get my roster she wants to see if she 
knows any of their great-grandpar-
ents, and one student she did know 
because she knew her great-grand-
mother so we went to get ice cream 
with Ma.”  

Board’s faith is evident when she 
talks about her career. 

“This is more than a job, it’s a cal-
ling,” Board said. “I was put on this 
earth to do this very thing.” 

Her mentor Tiffany Deboe, other 
second-grade teachers and a building 

full of coworkers have helped her, “the 
baby” of the school as they dubbed 
her fresh out of college, navigate a 
budding career.  

She knows school must be fun, and 
has taken tips from longtime first-
grade teacher Mollie McGowan. She 
credits Delois Paddock, with whom 
she taught her first year, for confirm-
ing kids’ need to feel loved and valued. 

“It is about teaching, but also about 
loving on them too,” Board said. 

It’s even better, she said, when stu-
dents realize how much they are 
loved.  

“They hug on you and love on you, 
and having those little arms wrapped 
around you and them telling you 
you’re the best beats all, that’s the 
best part of it,” she said. 

She believes personal experiences 
from her life have helped her bond 
with students who she believes were 
divinely placed in her classroom. 

“I pray over these kids all summer 
before I even get my roster, because I 
feel like these kids are given to me, 
they are supposed to be with me,” she 
said. 

The second-grade school day can be 
a little grueling for any teacher, keep-
ing two dozen 7-year-olds focused on 
phonics, reading, writing, math, social 
studies and science. 

“I love that they get so excited about 
everything, and I never dreamed when 
I decided to be teacher that it would 
be as awesome as it is; it is a really re-
warding career.” 

Her favorite subject to teach is 
math, especially when she sees the 
proverbial lightbulb go off when stu-
dents learn new concepts. 

“I’m a visual learner so if I can I pull 
something out and show them, I do. 
And in math you can go about an an-

swer several different ways, 
and I love that because not 
all kids’ brains are wired the 
same way,” she said. “I tell 
them as long as they explain 
how they got their answer 
and show their work it’s 
fine. We have a lot of fun in 
math.” 

Principal Sarah Riley said 
Board believes all students 
can learn more, do more and 
be more!   

“She has one bottom line: 
She wants her students to 
be rock stars and she gen-
uinely believes in them,” 
Riley said. “At CCES, we believe 
that when we work together, 
we all shine brighter. Ms. 
Shayann is a true example of 
this belief.” 

At any opportunity, she 
uses unique activities to in-
troduce or review content. 
Earlier this school year her stu-
dents donned surgical gowns, 
gloves and Band-aids for a les-
son on context clues in 
reading. 

Each year she has a Disney 
Day – her favorite place on 
earth – which she will use to 
teach money values as 
students purchase 
Mickey ice cream bars 
and discuss time in terms of how long 
it takes to get from one ride to 
another. 

“It’s a lot of fun and a good way to 
celebrate the end of the year,” she 
said. “It is a place some students will 
never go, but I tell them if I could take 
them all to Disney World I would.” 

Her love for her students is evident 
by the hours she spends watching 
their participation in sporting events, 
reminiscent of her days at the Fredo-
nia ball park. 

“It was so nostalgic the first time I 
went there to watch, I had to call my 
brother,” she laughs. Being in Crit-
tenden County, she has learned about 
football, which doesn’t exist in her 
native Lyon County, and rodeo at the 
Fredonia Valley Riding Club. 

In May Board will complete her 
master’s degree in the study of Social 

Emotional Learning. 
“I have had students who have 

really big feelings and it’s hard not 
knowing how to address those,” she
said.  

“I want to tell them, ‘Your friend i
going through this, and this is how 
need to act,’” she said. “It is hard 
when you’re 7 and you want to help
and don’t know how.. That was som
thing I wanted to learn about.” 

It’s evident that Board loves what 
she does. 

“It’s not about the money or break
off, if it wasn’t for kids I wouldn’t do
It’s literally for the kids. 

“I wouldn’t be in this situation if I
wasn’t supposed to be, and that is 
what helps me most because I was 
called to do this so I can be there fo
them and that’s what means the mo
to me, as long as I can be there for 
one student who needs me.”
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Shayann Board cried every day until 
second-grade. Then one teacher 
changed everything. 

Today as she stands at the front of 
her classroom at Crittenden County 
Elementary, she strives to be that 
teacher – to make learning fun and to 
let kids know they are loved. Her 
charisma and positivity led to her se-
lection in the education category of 
The Crittenden Press’ 10 Under 40 
community recognition program. 

Like many little girls, Board loved to 
“play school,” frequently lining up her 
stuffed animals alongside her brother 
Gabe. Ironically, she hated school. It 
was Shanon Baker who showed her a 
little extra attention to help reverse a 
loathing of the classroom. 

As she got older, she thought she 
wanted to be a teacher, but an intro-
duction to education class she took as 
a senior in high school solidified her 
career plans. She earned a teaching 
degree from Western Kentucky Uni-
versity and was hired as a substitute 
at Crittenden Elementary mere weeks 
after her 2020 graduation. A fifth-
grade classroom opened up during the 
spring semester during the COVID 
years, and she got her teaching start 
with a group of 13 students who ac-
cepted the school district’s option to 
return as in-person learners. 

The next year she found herself in 
second grade, and she can’t imagine 
herself anywhere else. 

The Lyon County native loves being 
a Crittenden County Rocket. Her 
grandmother Ann Daughtrey Sutton 
grew up in Dycusburg and is proud 
Board is teaching in the county where 
she graduated high school.  

“She loves that I’m over here. When 
I get my roster she wants to see if she 
knows any of their great-grandpar-
ents, and one student she did know 
because she knew her great-grand-
mother so we went to get ice cream 
with Ma.”  

Board’s faith is evident when she 
talks about her career. 

“This is more than a job, it’s a cal-
ling,” Board said. “I was put on this 
earth to do this very thing.” 

Her mentor Tiffany Deboe, other 
second-grade teachers and a building 

full of coworkers have helped her, “the 
baby” of the school as they dubbed 
her fresh out of college, navigate a 
budding career.  

She knows school must be fun, and 
has taken tips from longtime first-
grade teacher Mollie McGowan. She 
credits Delois Paddock, with whom 
she taught her first year, for confirm-
ing kids’ need to feel loved and valued. 

“It is about teaching, but also about 
loving on them too,” Board said. 

It’s even better, she said, when stu-
dents realize how much they are 
loved.  

“They hug on you and love on you, 
and having those little arms wrapped 
around you and them telling you 
you’re the best beats all, that’s the 
best part of it,” she said. 

She believes personal experiences 
from her life have helped her bond 
with students who she believes were 
divinely placed in her classroom. 

“I pray over these kids all summer 
before I even get my roster, because I 
feel like these kids are given to me, 
they are supposed to be with me,” she 
said. 

The second-grade school day can be 
a little grueling for any teacher, keep-
ing two dozen 7-year-olds focused on 
phonics, reading, writing, math, social 
studies and science. 

“I love that they get so excited about 
everything, and I never dreamed when 
I decided to be teacher that it would 
be as awesome as it is; it is a really re-
warding career.” 

Her favorite subject to teach is 
math, especially when she sees the 
proverbial lightbulb go off when stu-
dents learn new concepts. 

“I’m a visual learner so if I can I pull 
something out and show them, I do. 
And in math you can go about an an-

swer several different ways, 
and I love that because not 
all kids’ brains are wired the 
same way,” she said. “I tell 
them as long as they explain 
how they got their answer 
and show their work it’s 
fine. We have a lot of fun in 
math.” 

Principal Sarah Riley said 
Board believes all students 
can learn more, do more and 
be more!   

“She has one bottom line: 
She wants her students to 
be rock stars and she gen-
uinely believes in them,” 
Riley said. “At CCES, we believe 
that when we work together, 
we all shine brighter. Ms. 
Shayann is a true example of 
this belief.” 

At any opportunity, she 
uses unique activities to in-
troduce or review content. 
Earlier this school year her stu-
dents donned surgical gowns, 
gloves and Band-aids for a les-
son on context clues in 
reading. 

Each year she has a Disney 
Day – her favorite place on 
earth – which she will use to 
teach money values as 
students purchase 
Mickey ice cream bars 
and discuss time in terms of how long 
it takes to get from one ride to 
another. 

“It’s a lot of fun and a good way to 
celebrate the end of the year,” she 
said. “It is a place some students will 
never go, but I tell them if I could take 
them all to Disney World I would.” 

Her love for her students is evident 
by the hours she spends watching 
their participation in sporting events, 
reminiscent of her days at the Fredo-
nia ball park. 

“It was so nostalgic the first time I 
went there to watch, I had to call my 
brother,” she laughs. Being in Crit-
tenden County, she has learned about 
football, which doesn’t exist in her 
native Lyon County, and rodeo at the 
Fredonia Valley Riding Club. 

In May Board will complete her 
master’s degree in the study of Social 

Emotional Learning. 
“I have had students who have 

really big feelings and it’s hard not 
knowing how to address those,” she 
said.  

“I want to tell them, ‘Your friend is 
going through this, and this is how we 
need to act,’” she said. “It is hard 
when you’re 7 and you want to help 
and don’t know how.. That was some-
thing I wanted to learn about.” 

It’s evident that Board loves what 
she does. 

“It’s not about the money or breaks 
off, if it wasn’t for kids I wouldn’t do it. 
It’s literally for the kids. 

“I wouldn’t be in this situation if I 
wasn’t supposed to be, and that is 
what helps me most because I was 
called to do this so I can be there for 
them and that’s what means the most 
to me, as long as I can be there for 
one student who needs me.”
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